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Rabbi Michael S. Beals December 31, 2010
George J. Weiner

Yosef ben Yaakov v’Rachel Leah
April 19, 1915 – December 28, 2010

The week that George J.Weiner left this world for the next, Jews all around the
world were deeply immersed in the Torah portion, Va’era, taken from the earliest
sections of the Book of Exodus. This part of Exodus deals with early years of Moses’
leadership. Moses’ story begins with a boy born into economic hardship, but as he
experiences economic success, he becomes more and more involved in the welfare of his
people, first by intervening between a violent Egyptian task master and a helpless
Israelite slave. But before his story is over, Moses will involve himself not with just one
Israelite slave, but 600,000 Israelite men, plus women and children. Moses’ life story, as
begun and advanced in this week’s Torah portion, provides the perfect backdrop to tell
the story of George Weiner, a Moses for our time.

George was born on April 19, 1915. He was the eldest child born to Jacob and
Rose Weiner. Jacob and Rose had been childhood sweet hearts in Riga, Latvia. Rose’s
father had first come over from the old country, and became a master carpenter for the
Pullman Factory, making sleeping cars for the railroads. He eventually brought the rest
of the family over. Jacob made his way on his own, and the two were married in
Wilmington. They created an observant home over on the East Side of town, 830 Pine
Street, in what was a predominately Irish Catholic neighborhood. Jacob worked very
hard to support the family as a tailor, and this was the home George, and his three
siblings, Israel (Izzy) of blessed memory, Bessie and Lou were raised.

Lou told me he could have never hoped for a better bigger brother. He said, “We
all looked up to George. And he gave wonderful advice in a wonderful way. It was
George who made the formal introduction to Milton Braderman and got him started in the
children’s shoe section of Joan Roberts clothing store. And it was from that start, thanks
to his brother’s help, that Lou was able to become an entrepreneur on his own, with his
own children’s shoe stores.

But Lou told me long before that, George was an extraordinary teenager. Aside
from his secular studies and his Jewish studies which led to his becoming a bar mitzvah
at Chesed Shel Emeth, George would take it upon himself to do the house cleaning for
his mother, who was busy with the family business with their father, then he would go all
the way from 8th and Pine to 3rd and Jefferson and clean his Grandmother’s home because
she was too frail and partially blind. At the same time, George was attracting a large
group of friends, with his good looks and winning personality at Wilmington High
School, where he was President of the Sigma Alpha Rho Fraternity, housed at the Young
Men’s Hebrew Association, which met at 6th and French Streets. George graduated from
Wilmington High in 1933. It was the Depression, and rather than going off to college,
George, later joined by Izzy, went to work, to help support the mother, father, brothers
and sister who he loved with all his heart. For George it would always be about family
first for his entire life.

His family has returned that love in full measure. Today we are joined by
George’s brother Lou, wife, Selma, and their children Jeffrey, Cindy, Andy, and Bruce
who will be addressing you shortly. We are also joined by George’s sister, Bess, and her



2

daughters, Rhea, Sandy, Marcy, and Eveylyn, who will be speaking today. We are joined
by George’s later brother, Izzy’s, daughter Ann Weiner Barnes. We are pleased and
grateful that George, Bessie and Lou have all been long-time members of Congregation
Beth Shalom.

Upon graduation, George went directly from Wilmington High School, to work
for his Uncle, and long-time Beth Shalom member, Manuel Caney, at his shop, Walter’s
Clothing Store, at 3rd and Market. Even at such a young age, George had a strong
entrepreneurial sense, and he wanted to expand the store.

By 1938, George had grown as much as he could in the clothing store so he went
up the street and applied for a job at New York Life Insurance Company, as a field
underwriter. He sold his very first policy to our beloved Morris Arrif, zichrona l‘vracha,
who was the unofficial photographer of the Jewish community of Wilmington. George
went up and down, canvassing Market Street. Lou said almost 70% of all the stores had
Jewish owners, and George had a wonderful personality. It was almost no time at all,
that George’s efforts resulted in the creation of George J. Weiner Associates, which at,
over 70 years later, is a premiere Delaware insurance brokerage firm specializing in
employee benefit plans, individual life insurance, financial planning, and investments.
He has won almost every prize and accolade available in the life insurance industry. But
most important, the employees of George J. Weiner Associates have become a second
family to George, with employees seeing to his health needs and celebrating his simchas,
as if they were biological family members. And up until just a few weeks ago, George,
already 95 years old, went into the office every day, where there was a desk waiting for
him – but you have to understand, for George it was much, much more than a business –
it was mishpucha. Don Fulton will be addressing you on behalf of all the staff.

By the end of 1941, America was at war. The next year, 1942, George was
drafted into the Army Air Corps, where he achieved the rank of Staff Sergeant. It was
while he was a platoon supervisor of street cleaners in Miami, which was a center for Air
Corps training, that George first laid eyes on the beautiful Gladys Lieberman. She was
vacationing with her parents from Philadelphia. She would frequent the same park bench
every day, which was within George’s jurisdiction. George had no trouble attracting girls
back in Wilmington. In fact, his baby brother, Lou, said his big brother was a flirt and
had girl friends all over! But now George had to figure out just how to approach the
beautiful Gladys. When he finally figured out his strategy, his initial efforts were
rebuffed. But George has always liked a good challenge, so he persisted, day after day,
to the same park bench – now Gladys could have chosen another park bench if she really
wasn’t interested -- until she finally relented and went out with him.

George and Gladys had been going out for six months when they attended
George’s sister, Bessie’s wedding on November 5th, 1943. We know Bessie’s wedding
was on November 5th, because two days later, on November 7th, George proposed to
Gladys, and two days later, on November 9th, George and Gladys were married on the
second floor of Rubin’s Kosher Deli in downtown Wilmington. Bessie – you must have
thrown some wedding to inspire your brother like that! In fact, Bessie wasn’t at her
brother’s wedding, because she was on her honeymoon, and baby brother Lou already
had been shipped off to war. Both George and Lou were always proud members of the
Jewish War Veteran’s chapter here in Delaware, and we are grateful for their service to
our nation.
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I spoke of George’s first family: his beloved mother, father, sister and brothers. I
spoke of George, the one he created at George J. Weiner Associates. Now it is time to
speak of his third, and most important family – the one he created with his beloved
Gladys.

Karen arrived in 1944, and together with Alfonso, blessed Gladys and George
with two grandsons, Kent and Kevin.

Lois was born in 1948. Together with Michael, they blessed Gladys and George
with a granddaughter, Petra.

In 1949, the twins, Jane and Arthur, arrived. Arthur married Ruth, and together
blessed Gladys and George with three grandchildren, Catherine, Suzanne and Jake.

Karen, Lois and Arthur will speak today.
If I were to talk about a fourth family for George, like Moses who I mentioned

earlier, I could say that George’s fourth family was the Jewish people. George served as
president of B’nai Brith of Wilmington.

Together, with his closest friend, Harry David Zutz, zichrona l’vracha, they were
the tireless factor in the development of the Jewish Community Center, as they
spearheaded the momentum for the development of a new JCC facility at its present
Talleyville location. They helped form a committee and persuaded them to hire a
professional fundraiser, which resulted in gifts and pledges in excess of $1,000,000 to
build the new JCC and buy the ground to later provide for an outside pool, campsite, and
playground area. Of these accomplishments, George said, “None of what we’ve
accomplished would have been possible without the love and devotion of our wives and
children. They encouraged and supported us throughout our journey and truly, our
success is their success.” We all owe a huge debt of gratitude to both Harry David Zutz
and George J. Weiner. Thankfully, the community did not wait until after their death to
honor these two former presidents of the JCC. On April 13, 2008, the entire community
gathered at the Doubletree Hotel for the JCC’s first Tribute Gala to honor these two
giants. There were letters of praise from then-Senator Joe Biden, Attorney General Beau
Biden, and then-Delaware State Treasurer Jack Markell. Ivy Harlev, JCC Executive
Director and Connie Sugarman, former JCC President, got it right when they wrote:
“without your guidance and perseverance we would not be where we are today.”

Moses only concerned himself with the Jewish people. George not concerned
himself with his own Jewish people, but with ALL people. He served on the boards of
Knights of Columbus and the Masonic Order, which developed and provided a free
dental clinic that served all children in need. He was founder and the first President of
Independent Living, an organization designed to provide housing for young physically
and mentally handicapped adults, which now has four locations throughout the State of
Delaware.

Of George’s efforts to the wider community, Joe Biden wrote: “your leadership
over a half-century is an inspiration to everyone, especially those of us who have made a
career of public service. It is not hyperbole when I say that many Delawareans live better
lives because of your service to the community.”

With the passing of George’s dear friend, Harry David Zutz, last year, and his
beloved wife, Gladys, who passed away three months ago, George took two terrible
blows to his nashama, for which he never fully recovered. Both Harry David and Gladys
had brought such great joy to George over the years. I said of Gladys, at her funeral, that
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it was her behind the scenes support which allowed George his successes in both civic
and business life.

It is indeed fitting that the life of Moses, in this week’s Torah portion serves as a
backdrop in considering the life of George J. Weiner. They don’t make Jewish men on
the stature of Moses anymore, but in our day, we can say we got a glimpse of the
greatness of Moses through the life and deeds of George J. Weiner, zichrona l’vracha.
May his memory be for an inspiration for us to do great deeds for our community and let
us say amen.


